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Volume 6: Number 6

From The Office:

The 2008-09 Annual Education Report will be presented at the October
Board Meeting. Copies are also available in the office and on our web site

www.madison-academy.org.

Flu season is upon us with a vengeance. While we never want to discourage
attendance, being cautious with contagious diseases is too important not to
discuss. If your student is ill they should be seen by a doctor as soon as possi-
ble. One cannot be too careful in the care of a child. It is important to contain
the spread of transmittable illness by keeping your child home if it is deter-
mined that the illness they are battling is contagious. We will be doing our
part to increase the scheduled sanitation of the building and will be promoting
frequent hand-washing as well as additional hand sanitizing. We need every-
one to make certain that the Main Office has an active and effective phone
number with which to contact a parent or guardian in the event that a child
needs to be transported home in the case of illness. This is especially important
in the case of an emergency.

Thank you,
Mr. Heflin

Dress Code:

Thank you to everyone who has been faithfully adhering to dress code! There
is only a short reminder this week about the appropriate colors for head-
bands, hair ties, ribbons, etc. Please review the policy in our handbook and
make certain that the colors worn are appropriate.

Thank you again!
Mz. Heflin

world we live in.

Our kindergarten students have spent the week learning about the five

senses. Throughout the week they have been engaging in activities that utilize
different senses; these include: making Cheerio names, painting with pudding, and
popping popcorn using a popcorn popper (no microwaves allowed!). Students
have learned how we use our senses all the time while learning more about the

Science Department:




PTO Happenings:

4| Madison Academy's Thanksgiving FFood Drive will kick off November 9th and last until November
19th. We are asking each family to donate non-perishable food items that could be used for a
Thanksgiving dinner or donate money toward the purchase of the perishable items. PTO will supply
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turkeys for each basket.

Don't forget to save those drink pouches and turn them in. There are collection boxes throughout
the school and we have wonderful volunteers that are preparing the pouches for submission!

#3 )
1 O % Ht #
N $ %
Some important dates:
42# % 5, ) +6 % $ %
# % O* )+
7 42# % 5- )8 # # * -
9 % # 4 # #
& - # 4 -+6 , 5*"9 # %
I el #
# # % <
8 4 % # 0 % HH# 1
: : 0 0 % #t %
# : = %
0 % # 3 %
8 4 # $ ;0 8
# # >0 % 7 $ ; Hit
? K

Technology: %

The Technology Committee is busy

Michigan)
cataloging the software that Madison 3 3 ;
Academy currently has in its library in Social Studies Department:

an effort to make it more accessible
to your children and your teachers.

The Social Studies Department will begin
working on displaying timelines in the
k hall by the gym. There will be three time-

‘ lines: a Michigan timeline, A United
States timeline, and a World History
timeline. If you get a chance, stop by and
check them out!!




Parent Portal:

We are excited to announce the launch of Parent Portal for parents of students in grades 8-
10. This is a terrific program that allows you to keep track of your student’s progress
throughout the school year, and you can do it on a daily basis. The following is a partial list
of things you can find on the program:

+ Student’s daily assignment and grade status
+ Direct communication with the teacher
+ Keep track of lunch balances an history

» Special school bulletins

Each parent has been assigned a user name and password. Due to security, parents must
pick up their user names and password in person at the school office. Do not send anyone
else to pick it up. In addition, please do not share your information with anyone else. This
will keep your account secure.

The information may be picked up in the office beginning Monday morning, October 26th. In
the future we will be adding other grade levels to the system.

Service Learning in the News:
Get Ready To Vote

The 10th grade service learning class has an air brush artist coming in to create Wall Art on one of Madison’s
most sought after walls. This beautiful display of Eagle pride will be seen by all who walk through our doors.
Each student will receive ONE FREE vote. They may vote for:

1) Eagle bursting through the wall with our mission statement OR

2) Eagle bursting through the wall with our mission statement and an American flag behind it.

After the free vote, students are encouraged to vote as many times as they would like for 10 cents per vote. The
money raised in the vote will go towards the Artist’s fee. Please help support this great school wide project!

Mrs. Wahl and Mrs. Bearse

MEAP Testing at Madison

Today, October 22, is the last testing day of MEAP. Hooray, we made it! The state has extended makeup test-
ing into November, but it is still important for all students to be in attendance daily.
More...




Math Department:

We have some exciting things coming up in the Math department. We will be receiving a

new program called Brainnetics. The program is designed to show students the patterns

in Math and in doing so they can reach a new level of problem solving. The program was

critiqued on 20/20 and the results were phenomenal. Once the staff has reviewed the
program we will be using it as an elective for the students.

Last week's question: How do you get an elephant into a refrigerator?

Answer: Open the door

Question of the week: How do you get a giraffe into a refrigerator?

New this week: Student Question of the week

Write a Math problem using four nines, that equals 100.
You can use any Math symbol.
Submitted by Saterra Hill

English Language Arts Department:

With Literacy Alive! coming up this Monday, October 26", the issue of “what is valuable literature” has been a hot topic within
the classrooms and our Madison community. A list was provided to the parents and students as a guideline as to what literary
character the student would portray on October 30™ when we literally bring “Literacy Alive.” This list was provided not only as
a convenience but also as a learning tool to engage students in further research, and the illuminating experience of realizing how
their favorite character was birthed. With regards to the list, and through the course of the ELA committee’s conversations (as
well as the rest of our English teachers), one thing could not be denied — as in literature, where an author’s background and be-
liefs infiltrate their writing, the idea of valuable literature can be just as varied among colleagues and parents. Some people may
see this as a negative, but in actuality — it is very much the opposite. So, where is the middle ground when it comes to finding
the balance? This is a question often asked of our parents — and what a great question it is; however, the answer isn’t always as
easy.

Books can often be compared to windows in time. They offer glimpses into any era and any culture, various thoughts and deep
emotion. Regardless of the choice of words or even the story, books open up a world that never could be traveled without

them. So, what does this have to do with Literacy Alive!? Our hope as educators is that your student connects to a character in
a way not previously discovered. We are excited to see the students learn about the authors and their backgrounds, and to con-
nect that to literature. We realized that the list wasn’t as important as the connections. We realized that discovering those con-
nections can be very personal and for us to say one connection is more valuable than another, puts the ELA teachers at Madison
in the very position that we resist every day. How exciting it can be for all of us as your students make their determination as to
what they deem valuable in literature!!

If you ever have any questions about literature that Madison Academy exposes your student to, please feel free to visit with the
teacher and share your comments and concerns. You can also send me an email: dcorbray(@madison-academy.org if you have
any questions.

LITERACY ALIVE! OCTOBER 26-30!! PLEASE CHECK WITH YOUR STUDENT’S TEACHER FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION REGARDING PARTIES ON THE 30™.




Campus Safety:

The crisis committee will be holding a meeting on Monday, October 26, 2009 at 3:45 p.m. in the art
room. Chief Petres from the Mundy Township Police Department and two other resource officers will
be in attendance. They will conduct a school walk through and then discuss safety procedures with
the team. This will be very beneficial to our crisis policy and procedures. If you have any questions
or concerns, please contact Laurie Miller at 655-2949 ext. 120 or email at lmiller@madison-

We have now implemented most of the traffic guidelines for the year, and they are helping with the flow and safety is-
sues. The one area that creates almost all problems we have is when people ignore the guidelines given and try to stop in
the wrong places, do not pull forward, allow students to be slow loading or unloading, leave cars unattended, etc. Every
time someone does this it always affects the flow and safety of our traffic pattern.

One big problem area is when drivers stop to let students out before making the turn to go down to the loading and
unloading area. The main road coming in is not the place to do those things. This always results in cars having to pull
around other vehicles who are letting out students, and thus creating a greater safety problem. This is why we need eve-
ryone to pull as far forward as possible, so that all exiting traffic can leave from the south end of the drop off pick up area,

and incoming traffic always enters the area at the north end.

Finally, remember that only cars in the right lane may pull over to drop off or pick up students. Once in the left lane cars
must drive through. Nothing makes our drivers more upset than to wait in line like they are supposed to and then have
someone pull down the left lane to cut the line.

If at all possible, have students load and unload on the curb side of the car. Again, greater danger results when they
unload into the driving lanes.

If everyone will do these things and follow traffic monitors’ directions, we will have few or no problems.

To all of our students and parents who are doing their best when the order does not come in on time,

THANK YOU.

To all of our students who come to school daily in Madison dress code, THANK YOU.

To all other students and parents please help us to make this the best year ever for Madison by doing
your best in this area.
When we all do our part it creates a sense of equality and fairness among the students.
Thanks again, Mrs. Bearse



